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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY
JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2009

AN ACT
RELATING TO HIGHWAYS

Introcuced By: Representatives Gewnnia, Ferrd, and Trillo
Dale Inoduced; Janvary {3, 2009

Refemed To: House Municipal Govemnment

It is enacted by the General Aszembly s follows:
SECTION 1. Section 24-6- | of the General Laws in Chapler 24-6 entitled "Abandonment

By Towns" is hereby amended to read as follows:

24-6-1. Order of abandonment -- Reversion of !iiie == Notice. - {2} Whenever, by the

judgment of the 1wn council of any town, 2 highway or driftway in the town, or any part of
either, ims ceased 10 be useful to the public (he town council of the town j3 authorized so to

declare it by an order or decres which shall be final snd canclusive; and thereupon the tite of the
land upon which {he highway or driftway or paet thereof existed shail revert to its owner, and the
town shall be no longer linble to repair the highway or driftway; provided, however, that the town
couneil shall cause 2 sign to be placed at each end of the highway or driftway, having thereon the
words "Not 2 public highway", and afier the entry of the order or decree shall also cause & notice
thereaf to be published in a newspaper of genezal circulation, printed in English at least once each
week for three (3) successive weeks in o newspaper circulated within the city or town and a
further and personal notice shall be served upon every owner of land abutting upon that part of
the highway or driftway which has been abandoned who is known to regide within this state but
nothing conteined in this chapter shall in any manner affect any private right-of-way over the land
so adjudged fo be useless a5 a highway or driftway, if the right had been sequired before the
tking of the land for a highway or driftway. Provided, howeves, that the town of Coventry and
any community with a population of not less than one hundred thousand (100,000), receiving a

request for the abandonment of a highway or driftway from an abutting property owner, may selt



the highway or driftway to the abutting owner at fair market value; and provided, further, that the
town of North Providence. upon receiving a request for the abandonment of a highway or
driftway from an abutling property owner may sell the highway or driftway to the abutling vwner
at fair inarket value; and provided further, that the town of New Shoreham, upon receiving a
request for the abandonment of & highway or driflway from an abutting property owner may sell
the highway or driftway to the abutting owner at fair market value; and provided, further, thet the
city of Cranston, upon recsipt of a tequest for abandonment of a highway or drifiway within the
city of Cranston, where fhe sale of the highway or driftway to an abutting owner wonid result in
the creation of a now lot which would be in complinnce with the minimam orea requireinent for
construction of a building which is a permitted use, may sell the highway or driftway to the

abutting owner at fair market value-; and provided. further, that the city of Warwick, upon

receivine 8 yequest for the abatclomment of a hichway or deiflway from an abadting proveny

gwner may sell the highway or diftway 1o the abutting owner o fatr market vihae,

() Provided further that nothing in this section shall epply 1o private ways regardiess of

their use or maintenance thereof by any municipal corporation.

SECTION 2. This act shall tnke effect apon passage,
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PCO-42-09
THE CITY OF WARWICK
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

CHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Be it ordained by the City of Warwlck:

Section . Chapter [ of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Warwick js hereby amended to
add the following:

Section Il This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as prescribed by law.

SPONSORED BY: COUNCILMAN MEROLLA
COMMITTEE: ORDINANCE



Sample Petition

EETITION FOR ABANDONMENT

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND . CITY OF WARWICK
KENT

TO THE HORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WARWICK

Raymond A, Brooky, is 8 Rhode Island resident having a principal place of business in the City of Warwick, State of
Rhode Island, brings this petition and respectiully reprosents as follows:

Your petitioner Is the record owner of land nbuui:ig upon the northerly lines of that portion of
Savings Strest in said City of Warwick which is outlined in red on the skeich hareto attached,

Legsat description of a portion of Savings Street outlined in red oa attached sketch prepared for Raymond A. Brooks by
Philip Mangini Jr. P.E, P.L.8,

That ceetain parce] of land, with all improvements thereon, to be deeded for purposes of bandonment, being
that pottion of Savings Street situated westerly of Warwick Avenue and easterly of Call Strect in the City of Warwick
County of Kent, State of Rhode Istand, is bounded and deserfhad as follows;

Piat No. 340

Lot(s) No. 302-308, 309, 376
Ward No..3

Beginning at a point, sald point being the interscotion of the westerly line of Warwick Avenue, as shown on
R.1 Highway Plat #2286, with the southerly line of Savings Street end sald point also being the southessterly comer of
the herein desceribad parcel thence tuming and running generally westerly along the southerly line of Spvings Strest
bounded goutherly in part by land of Greairez Corp and in part by land of the City of Warwick, in all a distance of
167.0 feet 1o & corner thence taming an Interior engle of 90 and running northerty crossing Savings Strest 8 distence of
30,0 feot to a corner, thees urnlng an interior angle of 90 and runuing gencrally casterly atong the northerly Kne of
Savings Stroct bounded northorly by land of Raymond A, Brooks a dlstancs of 160.0 feet lo & corner, in the westerly
line of Warwick Avenus, s shown on BT, Highway Pist #774, theace turning and running generally southerly to the
polnt snd place of beginning, wnd sald parcel containg approximately 6,540 square feet of land.

SECOND: The Premizses are of no use to the public es 2 highway or drift way.

WHERERORE your potitioner files this petition and prays that this Honorable Council, Pursusnt to authority
vested lu it by Chapter 24-6 of the General Laws of Rhode Islend, 1956, as amended, declare the Premises to have
ceased to be usefisl to the public and enter an order abandoning the same as a public highway or drift way.

A, Brooks




SAMPLE - PETITION FOR ABANDONMENT

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND CITY OF WARWICK
KENT

PET(TION FOR ABANDONMENT OF A PORTION OF DORINE AVENUE

TO THE HONCRABLE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CTY OF WARVICK:

MULTI FABRICS CORPORATION, a Rhode Istand Corporation having a principal place
of business in the City of Warwick, State of Rhode Island, brings this petition and respectfully
represents as follows;

FiRST: Your petitioner is the record owner of land abustling upon the northerly and
southerty lines of that portion of Dorine Avenue in said City of Warwick which is owtiined in red
on the sketch herelo atfached, which sketch is a copy of a portion of that plat entitled
“Lauderdale - Plat 1, Hillsgrove, Warwick, R.L Belonging to Peter Laudati by J A, Latham & Son,
June 1925, which plat is recorded in the office of the City Clerk of the City of Warwick, in Plat
Buok B, Page 13, and on Plat Card 320 (hereinafter called the "Lauderdale Plat’), said porlion of
Daorine Avenue to be abandeoned being hereinafter referred to as the *Premises”. The Premises
are bounded and described as follows:

Plat No.

Lot(s) No.
Ward No.

Begirtning at a point in the southerly line of Doring Avenue, ons hundred
seventy {170) feet westerly from the westarly line of Lauderdale Boulevard, said
paint of beginning being also twenty (20) feet westerly from the northeasterly
corner of Lat No 81 on the Lauderdale Plat, and thence running westerly
bounding southerdy on land of your petitioner seventy and 45/100 (70.45) fest,
inora or fess, to land now or fately of Penn Cenlral Company (formerly New York,
New Haven & Hariford Railread Company); thence lurning and running northerly
bounding westerly on said Penn Centrat Company L.and to 2 stake marking the
southwesterly comer of Lot No. B4 on the Lauderdale Plat; thence running
easterly bounding northerly on other fand of your petitioner seventy seven and
431100 (77.43) feel, more or less; thence running southerly fory (40) faet ta the
point and place of baginning.

SECOND: The Premises are of no use {0 the public as a highway or driftway.

THIRE: Hthe Premises be abandoned by order of this Honorable City Councl, your
petitioner will be able to effect, if it should prove economically desirable for it to effact,
expansion of its plant situated on the lot abutting the Premises on the northerly side thereof.

WHEREFORE your patitionar files this petition and prays that this Honorable Counil,
pursuant o authorily vested in it by Chapler 24-8 of the General Laws of Rhode [sfand, 1958, as
amended, declare the Premises to have ceased to be useful to the public and enter an order
gbandoning the same as a public highway or dirftway :

MULTI FABRICS CORPORATION
by its Attorneys in Fact

{affix signature hare)
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