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                    NEW MATERIALS, DEVICES OR  SBC-12 
METHODS OF CONSTRUCTION 

 
 

SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
 

This proposed regulation controls the approval process for new materials and methods 
  of construction with the State of Rhode Island. 

 
Former amendments to said regulation remain in effect unless deletions or corrections 
are made herein. The Committee has amended these provisions in order to maintain 
criteria more suitable to Rhode Island health, safety and welfare standards. 

 
Particular changes incorporated in these proposed regulations by the Committee are 
delineated as follows: 
 
Section 1.1, Title: This section was amended to clarify the Committee’s authoritative 
provisions in approving new products. 

 
Section 1.3, Applicants: This section clarified the state’s position in accepting model 
code approval or evaluation reports. Also in order to encourage reciprocity, the 
Commissioner may issue a letter of acceptability for said approval. 
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STATE BUILDING CODE STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR NEW MATERIALS, DEVICES OR 
NEW METHODS OF CONSTRUCTION SBC-12 

 
PART 1 GENERAL 

 
SECTION 1 ADMINSTRATION 
 
1.1 TITLE 
 
As authorized by Chapter 27.3 of the General Laws of Rhode Island 1956 as amended, 
and in accordance with 23-27.3-108.1.3, 23-27.3 – 109.1 and 23-27.3-127.1 of the State 
Building Code, the Building Code Standards Committee has promulgated the following 
Rules and Regulations for the approval of new materials, devices or methods of 
construction. 

 
 1.2  DEFINITIONS 

 
Unless otherwise expressly stated in the State Building Code, the following terms shall, 
for the purpose of these Rules and Regulations, have the meaning indicated in this 
Section. 
 
CODE – Rhode Island State Building Code 
 
COMMISSION – Commissioner’s staff 
 
COMMISSIONER – State Building Commissioner 
 
COMMITTEE – State Building Code Committee 

 
MATERIALS, DEVICES OR METHODS OF CONSTRUCTION – Any product, 
component, sub-system or other system designed for use in or as part of a building or 
structure, which may include décor, structural, electrical, mechanical, plumbing and 
fire protection systems, and other systems affecting health, safety and welfare. 
 
1.3   APPLICANTS 

 
After July 1, 1979 all manufacturers of new materials, devices or methods of 
construction shall submit an application to the Commissioner for review. New materials 
devices or methods of construction which have valid current approval or evaluation 
reports issued by Model Code Agencies or other approved agencies, shall be reviewed 
by the Commission for determination of conformance with the Rhode Island State 
Building Code. The Commissioner may issue a letter of acceptability based on 
reciprocity if in his opinion no unusual or different conditions exist in the State of 
Rhode Island. All other applications for approval will be forwarded to the Committee 
for their approval with the Commissioner’s comments therein.  
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1.4 APPLICATION FEE 
 
All applications for approval of new materials, devices or methods of construction shall 
be accompanied by the registration fee indicated below. 

 
      Initial Approvals     $100.00 

  
Annual Renewal of Approval    $15.00 
  
Letter of Acceptability on    No Fee 
Model Code Reciprocity 

 
Ninety (90) days prior to the expiration of any Rhode Island Approval, the 
Commissioner shall notify the holder of such approval that renewal is required. 

 
1.5 RESUBMISSIONS 

 
Modifications to any previously approved materials, devices or methods of construction 
shall require a resubmission of the application and registration fee to the Commissioner 
for Committee approval. 

 
1.6 PENALTIES 
 
Any person who fails to comply with the requirements of these Rules and Regulations 
or who files a false report shall be subject to the penalties and actions prescribed in 
Section 122.3 of the State Building Code. 

 
    SECTION 2 – REVOCATION AND SUSPENSION PROCEDURES 
 

2.1 REVOCATON AND SUSPENSION 
 

The Commissioner may suspend or revoke the approval of any such material, device or 
method of construction approved in accordance with these Rules and Regulations, the 
State Building Code or approved standards of good practice. Notice of suspension or 
revocation of such approval shall be in writing with the reasons for suspension or 
revocation clearly set forth therein and served in accordance with Section 122.12 of the 
State Building Code.  

 
2.2 NOTICE AND APPEALS 
 
Prior to suspension or revocation of the approval of any such material, device or 
method of construction, written notice of such intent shall be served by the 
Commissioner in accordance with Section 122.12 of the State Building Code. Within 
ten (10) calendar days of receipt of such notice, the affected manufacturer may appeal 
the suspension or revocation to the State Board of Standards and Appeals in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 127.1 of the State Building Code. 
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 
 

Department of Administration       Report No.______________ 
Division of Central Services 
BUILDING CODE STANDARDS COMMITTEE  Fee____________________ 
One Capitol Hill 
Providence RI  02908          Date Received___________ 
(401)222-3033 

 
Application is hereby made for approval of the material, device or method of construction 
hereinafter described for use in the State of Rhode Island under the provisions of the State 
Building Code. 

 
1. Corporate name and address of manufacturer____________________________ 

 
       ___________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 2. Name of product (material or device) __________________________________ 
 
  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
   2A. Identify method of construction___________________________________ 
 
  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Specify model, type of size, if any_____________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

  4. General description of product________________________________________ 
 
  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Use for which approval is requested: (include limitations, if any, expected in building type, 

location, or method of installation. See code tables 214 and 305).  
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
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6. History of  Product, Material, Device or Method of Construction: (first public use, current   
          annual quantity supplies, location of existing installation, etc.) _________________ 

 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. Current Evaluation Reports in force: *(BOCA, SBCC, IBCO, etc.) 
 

Agency  Approval Date   Approval No. 
 _____________ ______________  ____________________ 
 
 _____________ ______________  _____________________ 
 
 _____________ ______________  _____________________ 
 
 _____________ ______________  _____________________ 
 
 _____________ ______________  _____________________ 
 
 _____________ ______________  ______________________ 

*Building Officials and Code Administrators International, Inc.,  
Southern Building Code Congress, International Conference  
of Building Officials. 
 
7A. Approval limitations, if any______________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
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8. Current state approvals in force: (and/or municipalities) 
 

Jurisdiction  Approval Date   Approval No. 
 
_____________  ______________  _________________________ 
 
_____________  ______________  _________________________ 
 
_____________  ______________  _________________________ 
 
_____________  ______________  _________________________ 
 
9. Test(s) performed:  **(UL, UST, FM, etc.) 
 
 Testing Agency  Date     Type of Test 
 
_______________ _____________  _________________________  
 
_______________ _____________  _________________________ 
 
_______________ _____________  _________________________ 
 
_______________ _____________  _________________________ 
 
_______________ _____________  _________________________ 
 
**Underwriters’ Laboratories, United States Testing, Factory Mutual 
 
 
 
          __________________________________ 
          Authorized Representative 
 
          Title______________________________ 
 
          Firm______________________________ 
 
          Address___________________________ 
 
          __________________________________ 
 
          Tel. No.____________________________ 
 
___________________ 
Date of Submission 
 
NOTE: Please submit three (3) copies of completed application plus one  
complete preliminary set of all relevant documentation and approvals.  
These forms may be xeroxed as required. 
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