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ON THE COVER:  The Pawtuxet Rangers, or Second Independent Company for the County of Kent, 

were chartered by the Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations on October 29, 1774, to 

protect the village of Pawtuxet, a thriving commerce seaport and fishing village. Today they are 

among the oldest existing chartered commands in the country, and still operate under their existing 

charter. They are among the most active of Rhode Island’s militia groups and are one of only four fife 

and drum corps in the United States that are part of an actual military organization. 

 

Although their original charter was issued in 1774, the Rangers had not owned anything dating to 

their Colonial existence. Late last year, by chance, they learned that a copy of the Charter, made by 

Company Clerk John Waterman, Jr., between 1777 and 1778, was to be auctioned. The Rangers 

quickly made a plan to purchase the document, which is presently being preserved and framed for 

continuous display in their home in historic Pawtuxet Village. A community fundraiser has offset the 

costs of the purchase.  

 

The Rangers are constantly sought for participation in a wide variety of parades and public 

appearances, and are a favorite at the annual Gaspee Days, a two-month series of events that 

commemorate the nation’s “First Blow for Freedom,” when, in 1772, eight longboats traveled down 

the Narragansett River under cover of darkness to burn the British schooner, the HMS Gaspee, which 

lay grounded off Namquid Point in Warwick. 

 

Photos:  Rangers at Gaspee Day parade courtesy of the City of Warwick Department of Tourism, 

Culture, & Development;  Charter courtesy of Pawtuxet Rangers, Colonel Ron Barnes 

 












































































































