CITY OF WARWICK

FRANK J. PICOZZI, MAYOR

Memorandum
To: Warwick Planning Board
From: Dan Geagan, Deputy Director /J/(7
Date: July 28, 2023
Re: Clegg Field Tower Relocation Background

The following is a basic background and history regarding the proposed telecommunication tower
relocation at Clegg Field in the Conimicut section of the City.

A telecommunication tower
was approved for the site in
1998 (April 18, 1998
Petition #’s 7950 & 7951 —
attached) by the City of
Warwick Zoning Board
which has operated from
approximately 1998 to
present day. The existing
tower has served as a hybrid
tower and light structure
supporting the recreation
baseball field at the
complex. The tower
experienced a fire in May of
2021 and has caused it to be
removed. A temporary N
tower known as a “Cell on g =
Wheels” has bridged the
service gap since the
demolition. The TN

approximate height of the original tower was 85’.
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All major wireless carriers expressed a need for a tower in this area; therefore, to limit
proliferation of towers, the City solicited proposals (RFP#2023-066) from both tower companies
and telecommunications providers with the intent that one vendor constructs a single tower
sufficient to provide service to multiple carriers and City communication equipment. The new
facility is designed to be structurally suitable for up to 3 tenants and include space for municipal
public safety communications equipment.

City Council Bid Award
The Warwick City Council formally awarded RFP #2023-066 to Cellco Partnership (d/b/a Verizon
Wireless) in October of 2022 (attached).

Approval Process

In 1998, telecommunication towers were classified as a “radio tower” under the Use Table in the
Zoning Ordinance and were authorized by a Special Use Permit (“SUP”) granted by the Warwick
Zoning Board. In 1999, the Warwick City Council amended Table 1 of the Zoning Ordinance Use
Regulations to classify all telecommunication facilities, including towers, be allowed only as an
“Amendment (“A”) to the Zoning Ordinance; thereby requiring City Council approval for each
individual tower. As the Zoning Board of Review no longer has the authority to grant approvals
related to telecommunication facilities, VVerizon is unable to petition the Zoning Board of Review
to amend the original approval to allow for the relocation. The process now requires development
plan review and recommendation by the Planning Board, prior to City Council consideration.

Summary

Therefore the travel of this application is summarized as follows:
e April 18, 1998: Zoning Board of Review Approval
e December 1999: Ordinance Amendment Requiring Council approval for Towers
e May/June 2021 Tower removed, Cell on Wheels used as a temporary measure
e June 2022: RFP Issued
e October 17, 2022: City Council Bid Award to Verizon Wireless
e August 2023: Planning Board Review — Tower Relocation
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STEPHEN A. O’'CONNOR, JR,
CHAIRMAN

LINCOLN D.CHAFEE
MAYOR

CITY OF WARWICK
Zoning Board of Review
Warwick, Rhode Island 02886
(401) 738-2000

April 8, 199s

Omnipoint Communications, Inc.

50 Vision Blvd,
East Providence, RI @ P
City of Warwick

2000 Post Road

Warwick, RI

ATTN: Michael Rooney
Gentlemen:

The following is the decision on your Petition #7950 & #7951,
heard by the Warwick Zoning Board of Review on February 24, 1998
for a request for a variance/special use permit to construct a
three sector unicell antenna on 75! lightpole and a base
transceiver station, said lightpole to be higher than allowed by
ordinance, subject property containing city park/baseball field &
basketball court, southeasterly side of Winter Avenue (#122 -
Clegg Field), Warwick, RI, Assessor's Plat 332, Lot 470, zoned
Open Space.

After the testimony was completed at the public hearing for which
due notice was given and a record kept, and after having viewed
the premises and the surrounding area, the Zoning Board of Review
of the City of Warwick taking into consideration its knowledge
and expertise and after taking into consideration all of the
testimony at the public hearing, makes the following findings:

1. That subject Property is known as Assessor's Plat 332, Lot
470, containing approximately 230,868 square feet of land, more
or less, zoned Open Space.

2. The subject property is presently occupied as a City
park/Baseball Field and Basketball Court.

3. The proposal is to construct a 75' tall light pole (the top
6'7" of which will be a three sector unicall antenna) and a base
transceiver station with a 10! footprint proposed lease area to
be screened by a 6' cedar fence surrounded by a 5' tall
arborvitae bushes.
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4. The proposed 75! light pole would replace an existing older
70' light pole.

5. At the present time there are 7 other 70' light poles on the
subject property.

6. There will be no traffic entering or exiting the lease area

There will be no other adverse impacts to the subject property
such as odor, glare, noise, vibration, runoff, water consumption
or production of sewerage.

7. The area surrounding the subject property is occupied by
residenital dwellings.

Based on the foregoing, the Board grants petitioner's application
for a special use permit and variance.

As to the special use permit requested:

1. The special use permit is authorized by Table 1 Use
Regulations #611 of the Warwick Zoning Ordinance, upopn approval
by the Warwick Zoning Board of Review.

2. The special use meets all of the criteria set forth in said
section.

3. The proposed use will not alter the general character of the
surrounding area nor impair the intent or purpose of said
ordinance or the City's comprehensive plan.

As to the variance requested:

1. The hardship from which the petitioner seeks relief is due to
the unique characteristics of the subject land or structure and
not to the general characteristics of the surrounding area and
not due to a physical or economic disability of the applicant
because the location of the lot in relation to topographic
features provides an ideal location to meet radio frequency
requirements for coverage of the surrounding area.

2. Said hardship is not the result of any prior action of the
applicant and does not result primarily from the desire of the
applicant to realize greater financial gain because the proposal
would provide Warwick with an anhanced cost effective
communications network.

intent or purpose of this zoning ordinance or the comprehensive
plan of the City because the proposal would not produce any
adverse impact to the subject property, traffic, noise, glare,
ete.
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4. The relief requested is the least relief necessary because
the proposed height would enable the petitioner to provide
service to all areas of Warwick.

This petition is granted by the Board with the following
stipulations and conditions:

1. That the $145,000.00 paid to the City of Warwick is to be
used for recreational purposes in Ward 4 of the City of Warwick.

2. That this decision must be recorded in the Land Evidence
Records in the City Clerk's Office before a building permit is
issued.

*Please note that the appeal period (20 days) begins when said
decision is recorded with the City Clerk's Office.

3. Strict compliance with the plans and testimony presented to
the Board.

4. No expansion of this use shall be made without approval of the
Zoning Board of Review.

5. That this grant shall be activated with a building permit/
certificate of occupancy, within one (1) year, unless extended by
the Board, or it shall become void.

Present this letter to the Building Inspector when applying for
the necessary permits. -

R, ome

Stephen A. O*Connor, Jr., Chairm
Warwick Zoning Board of Review / Wy

SAQ0'C,JR:cw
c.



Frank J. Picozzi
Mayor

Patricia A. Peshka
Purchasing Agent

City of Warwick
Purchasing Division
3275 Post Road
Warwick, Rhode Island 02886
Tel (401) 738-2013
Fax (401) 737-2364

October 17, 2022

Mr. Keith Murray

Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless
One Verizon Way, Mail Stop 4AW100
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Dear Mr. Murray:

This is to inform you that the Warwick City Council has approved the recommendation to your
firm for RFP2023-066 Land Lease Winter Avenue Telecommunications Tower.

Please contact Daniel Geagan, Planning Department, at 401-921-9685 for more information.

Patricia A. Peshka
Purchasing Agent

PAP;dbo

C: Daniel Geagan, Planning Department



